have decided to stay in the Union. If what was reporte<
of the happenings in Kathiawad was true, then like thei
independence, what they had won in Junagadh wa
only to lose it. He fervently hoped that the report
were highly exaggerated if they were not entirely untrue
He would welcome an authoritative and frank staternen
on the subject. If the poison spread throughout India
life would not be worth living in it.

78
28-ll-'47
GURU NANAK'S BIRTHDAY
Speaking after prayers 'Gandhiji said that that day
being Guru Nanak's birthday, he had been invited to
attend a meeting of the SiJchs. Baba Bachittarsingh
came and insisted that he must go. Gandhiji was at
first reluctant. He told Babasaheb that the Sikhs were
annoyed with him for the bitter pill they had had to
swallow at his hands. Whatever he had said about them
had been said out of genuine affection and fullness
of heart. Still many Sikhs had resented his words,
Therefore, he did not think that his going to the meeting
would serve any useful purpose. But Babasaheb said
that thousands of Sikh men, women and children, many
of whom had suffered heavily in Pakistan, were anxious
to hear him and he must not disappoint them. He con-
sented. Babasaheb went to inform the meeting and
promised to return within half an hour. He brought
Sheikh Abdullasaheb with him. Gandhiji was surprised.
The Sikhs and Muslims could not bear to see each other
these days. How could the Sheikhsaheb attend a Sikh
meeting? But Babasaheb said that the Sheikhsaheb had
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